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pendence, to guarantee his liberty of jurisdiction, and to ensure
to French Catholics the indispensable enjoyment of a freedom
dearer than any other, that of their conscience and of their
faith." The Government, anxious as to possible complications
with Italy, forbade the circulation of the petition, and when
Parliament met after the Easter recess the Republicans united
in asking the Cabinet what measures they proposed to take to
repress Ultramontane doings, " the recrudescence of which
alarmed public opinion." Jules Simon, then Prime Minister,
gave an evasive answer, upon which Gambetta, in a historic
speech, impressively declared that the Catholic agitation was
political rather than religious, that the Catholic party wished
to make of the State a legal minor, under the guardianship
of the Church, that the country loathed " clericalism " as
much as it did the ancien regime^ and concluded by the oft-
quoted (but not original)1 phrase: " Le Clericalisme, voilk
Pennemi! " By 304 to 113 votes the Chamber passed a re-
solution to the effect that " as Ultramontane manifestations
constituted a peril to the safety of the country at home and
abroad, and flagrantly violated the laws of the State, it called on
the Government to use the legal means at its disposal for the
repression of that anti-patriotic agitation " (4th May 1877).
Jules Simon having accepted, however reluctantly, this strongly
worded resolution, was compelled to resign by President
MacMahon, who then proceeded to that dissolution of the
Chamber which proved to be his undoing and the final con-
solidation of the Republican regime.
Clericalism thus formed the basis of the Conservatives' appeal
to the country and gave the Republicans their battle-cry, and
•
1 It is first found used by Peyrat. Clericalism is not an easy term to define
exactly. It comprises several aspects of Church domination in national life,
legislation forbidding attack on whatever the Church holds sacred, no legis-
lation contrary to Church teaching (e.g. divorce), favouring Catholics for
all high offices, complete control of education by the Church, and generally
a privileged position for the Catholic Church, even if other Churches are
tolerated. Clericalism is not necessarily Ultramontane; it has been markedly
anti-Papal at times (see infra). Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman called the
Education Act of 1902 a " clerical measure" {Life, by A.G.Gardiner, ii.,
P. 85).
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